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the force required to lift a 1,000 pound
block 1 foot off the ground. It was
enough, literally, to turn heads.

But what is not well known is that
this hardscrabble Italian, who fought
just twice outside the Eastern sea-
board, was a genuinely good guy. He
served in the Army, lent much of his
winnings to friends, and worked for
charitable endeavors. Ultimately, he
died in the plane crash en route to give
a speech for the son of a friend.

Rocky Marciano was a self-made
man. He grew strong on homemade
weightlifting equipment and tough on
a heavy bag made out of an old mail
sack that hung from a tree in his back-
yard. As his plaque says at the Inter-
national Boxing Hall of Fame: To de-
fine Rocky Marciano’s career, one only
needs to know 49-0, 49 fights, 49 wins.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge pas-
sage of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
present for consideration H.R. 5528,
which seeks to commemorate the life
of Rocky Marciano, the undefeated
boxer from Brockton, Massachusetts,
by naming a United States Post Office
in his honor.

Rocky Marciano’s story serves as a
testament to the American Dream and
the endless possibilities that line every
street in our great country. His accom-
plishments remind us of the fact that
the United States of America is a place
where a poor and disadvantaged young
man growing up in the rough neighbor-
hoods of Brockton, Massachusetts, can
aspire and achieve greatness.

H.R. 5528 was introduced by Rep-
resentative STEPHEN LYNCH of Massa-
chusetts on March 4, 2008, and was con-
sidered by and reported from the Over-
sight Committee on March 13, 2008, by
voice vote. The measure has the sup-
port of the nine members of the Massa-
chusetts congressional delegation and
upon passage will pay tribute to a man
who demonstrated the limitless poten-
tial that lies within each human being.
The obstacles Rocky Marciano had to
overcome in life, whether they were
physical, financial, or spiritual, pro-
vide inspiration to us all.

Rocco Francis Marchegiano was born
in Brockton, Massachusetts, on Sep-
tember 1, 1923. Weighing 12 pounds and
sporting a robust frame, it was obvi-
ous, even as a newborn, that Rocky
Marciano was not a pushover. Yet his
luck was not as healthy as his phy-
sique. At 18 months Rocky contracted
pneumonia and would have perished
were it not for his remarkably strong
constitution. Thus starting from a ten-
der age, Rocky learned how to fight
back to overcome daunting odds.

His first introduction to boxing came
when he and some friends set up a
stuffed mail sack in Marchegiano’s

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

backyard to serve as a boxing bag.
Now, as chairman of the Federal Work-
force, D.C., and Postal Service Sub-
committee, I wouldn’t normally ap-
prove of using mail sacks in such an
abusive way. But in Rocky’s case, 1
must say that his resourcefulness is
quite admirable.

At age 20 Rocky was drafted into the
U.S. Army to fight overseas in the Eu-
ropean theater. After only 8 months, he
was flown back to the States where he
awaited transfer to the Pacific in Fort
Lewis, Washington. While stationed at
Fort Lewis, he volunteered to rep-
resent his unit in a ring of amateur
fights and eventually won the boxing
tournament in 1946. From that point
onward, sports history would be forever
changed and Rocky Marciano would
begin his long career as world cham-
pion until he announced retirement in
April of 1956.

On the eve of his 46th birthday in
1969, Marciano was aboard a small pri-
vate plane that went down on its way
to Des Moines, Iowa. In memory of
Rocky Marciano and in honor of his ac-
complishment, I urge swift passage of
H.R. 5528.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5528.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DAVID H.
SHARRETT II POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5483) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 10449 White Granite Drive in
Oakton, Virginia, as the ‘“Private First
Class David H. Sharrett II Post Office
Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5483

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DAVID H.
SHARRETT II POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 10449
White Granite Drive in Oakton, Virginia,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Pri-
vate First Class David H. Sharrett II Post
Office Building’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Private First Class
David H. Sharrett II Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
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linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I join my col-
leagues in consideration of H.R. 5483,
which renames a post office building in
Oakton, Virginia, after one of our
country’s fallen soldiers: Private First
Class David H. Sharrett II.

H.R. 5483 was introduced on February
25, 2008, by Congressman ToM DAVIS,
our committee’s ranking member, and
has the support of the entire Virginia
delegation, which is only fitting as the
measure honors one of the State’s na-
tive sons and heroes. H.R. 5483 was con-
sidered by the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee on March 13,
2008, where it was passed without ob-
jection by voice vote.

A longtime resident of the Northern
Virginia community of Fairfax, Pri-
vate First Class David H. Sharrett II
was tragically killed on Wednesday,
January 16, 2008, along with two other
soldiers from his command, when they
were attacked by grenade and small-
arms fire during a combat operation in
Balad, Iraq.

Known throughout the area as a star
defensive end for the Oakton High
School football team, Private Sharrett
elected to enlist in the U.S. military in
the summer of 2006 and was assigned to
the 101st Airborne Division in Fort
Campbell, Kentucky. According to Pri-
vate Sharrett’s father, David’s tour of
duty in Iraq was scheduled to end in
October of 2009 and he planned to re-
turn to Northern Virginia to earn a de-
gree in education and possibly become
a history teacher, which I must say is
another noble and honorable profes-
sion. Although Private Sharrett’s
dream must now go unaccomplished,
let the record show that his valiant
service to our country and the world
will undoubtedly live on for genera-
tions to come.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask that we join
with Representative Tom DAVIS, our
colleague from Virginia, in acknowl-
edging the life and sacrifices of Private
First Class David H. Sharrett II and
pass H.R. 5483.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5483, a bill to rename the post



